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The Shape of  Things to Come
Flappi ng arou n d on th e style of th e weddi ng dress j ust not on. Ou r r eality  
c h ec k puts th e brakes on. Su r pr isi ngly th er e ar e on ly five basic si lhou ettes  

to c hose from, onc e you have nai led you r favou r ite, make it  tru ly you rs  
with jawdroppi ng fabr ic. 

Glamourpuss
It’s the dress favoured by teeny 
waisted, romantic Royal brides 
from Queen Victoria to Princess 
Diana and even pop princess 
Victoria Beckham. The tight  
bodice, corseted waist and 
billowing skirt are pretty and  
ultra feminine. A bustier will  
most often be involved.

Goddess
Sexy and slinky but the most 
unforgiving shape of all, the bias 
cut hugs the figure all the way 
from the bust to the ankles and 
highlights every curve and bump. 
Carolyn Bessette’s cigarette-thin 
frame suited this daring and 
deadly sexy line.

Ice queen
Princess Mary put this shape  
into the spotlight. Flattering and 
slimming, the boned dress hugs 
the bust and waist tightly then 
flares into an ungathered skirt 
giving a long, lean look. An elegant 
cut for the ultimate sophisticate, 
minimal in a strapless version.

Babydoll
From the skinny bodice with an 
under-bust trim, the dress skims 
the waist to a wide ungathered 
skirt. This hip-slimming cut gives  
a look that’s sweet and innocent. 
Devotees of his flattering style 
have included Britney Spears  
and Jessica Simpson. 

Feminista
The tight bodice is the focus,  
often with a deeply scooped 
neckline; the fabric then falls  
to the hemline. Nicole Kidman’s 
wedding dress followed this 
comfortable empire line in a cloud 
of French lace and silk chiffon, with 
an up to the minute miro-pleated 
sleeve detail.

Miss unpredictable
Short is back for perky brides, the 
knee length shows off lovely legs 
and puts pretty feet and enviable 
shoes in focus. It’s a less formal 
choice, perfect for beach weddings 
and cocktail hour nuptials. Cindy 
Crawford wore this raised hemline 
and made the confident look 
enviable. 
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