STORY COURTESY EMPORIA STATIONERY AND INVITATIONS

WEDDING STYLE GUIDE

STATIONERY

V Invit
THE WORDING OF A WEDDING INVITATION SHOULD RESPECT THE IMPORTANCE
OF THE EVENT. IT SHOULD BE STRAIGHTFORWARD YET PERSONABLE AND

REFLECTIVE OF THE COUPLE’S CULTURAL, TRADITIONAL AND SPIRITUAL VALUES.

HERE YOU WILL FIND SOME GUIDELINES TO HELP YOU DECIDE THE WORDS THAT
ARE RIGHT FOR YOU: It can seem a daunting task to choose the wording for your
wedding invitation, but when analysed, there are distinct sections
that can be approached independently, making it a far less

formidable task.

.

MR AND MRS DAVID SMITH
REQUEST THE HONOUR OF YOUR PRESENCE
AT THE MARRIAGE OF

LILLY LOUISE
TO
MR JACOB ALEXANDER PARKER

FOUR O'CLOCK IN THE AFTERNOON
SATURDAY, THE TWENTY FOURTH OF MARCH
TWO THOUSAND AND SEVEN

CHURCH OF THE ARCHANGEL
FLINDERS STREET, ADELAIDE
RECEPTION TO FOLLOW
SEVEN O'CLOCK IN THE EVENING
HYATT HOTEL, ADELAIDE

RSVP
MRS DAVID SMITH
24 BOURNE AVENUE

ADELAIDE SA 5000 BLACK TIE

J

TRADITIONAL INVITATION WORDING
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RECIPIENT LINE

HOST LINE
REQUEST LINES

BRIDE’S NAME
‘TO’ OR ‘AND’
GROOM’S NAME
TIME LINE

DATE LINES

CEREMONY DETAILS

RECEPTION DETAILS

RESPONSE DETAILS

ATTIRE LINE

5
=]
=
o)
0
5
o
=




WEDDING STYLE GUIDE

REMEMBER,

YOUR WEDDING
INVITATION SHOULD
BE A REFLECTION OF
YOUR PERSONALITIES
AND THE STYLE

OF EVENT YOU

ARE PLANNING.

A FORMALLY
WORDED INVITATION
WOULD SEEM
INCONGRUOUS FOR

A VERY CASUAL
AFFAIR, JUST AS
INFORMAL WORDING
WOULD SEEM OUT
OF PLACE FOR 4
GRAND EVENT.

STATIONERY

THE HOST LINE

The Invitation should be sent by the people who are hosting the
wedding. Commonly it is the bride’s parents, but it may well be
the groom’s parents, both parents or even the couple themselves.
The wording becomes a little more complicated if there are
divorced or family hosts who will need to be recognised
individually.

The following are some guidelines for your consideration:

BRIDE’S PARENTS
‘Mr and Mrs David Smith’

BRIDE’S PARENTS — DIVORCED AND NOT REMARRIED
‘Mr David Smith and Mrs Susan Smith’

BRIDE’S PARENTS — DIVORCED AND MOTHER REMARRIED
‘Mr David Smith and Mrs Susan Williams’

BRIDE’S MOTHER TOGETHER WITH NEW HUSBAND
‘Mr and Mrs Samuel Williams’

BRIDE’S FATHER WITH NEW WIFE TOGETHER WITH BRIDE’S MOTHER
WITH NEW HUSBAND

‘Mr and Mrs David Smith

and Mr and Mrs Samuel Williams’

BRIDE’S FATHER WITH NEW WIFE TOGETHER WITH BRIDE’S MOTHER
NOT REMARRIED

‘Mr and Mrs David Smith

and Mrs Susan Smith’

GROOM'’S PARENTS
‘Mr and Mrs Simon Parker’

BRIDE’S PARENTS TOGETHER WITH GROOM’S PARENTS
‘Mr and Mrs David Smith

together with Mr and Mrs Simon Parker’

or

‘Mr and Mrs David Smith

and Mr and Mrs Simon Parker’

THE BRIDE AND GROOM
‘Lilly Smith and Jacob Parker’
or

‘Lilly and Jacob’

DECEASED PARENT
A deceased parent is not normally named on a wedding
invitation, but more likely in the wedding program.
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STATIONERY

STATIONERY TIP: PRINTING YOUR COMPLETE SUITE OF
WEDDING STATIONERY WILL BE MORE COST-EFFECTIVE THAN
PRINTING EACH PIECE INDIVIDUALLY. SPEAK WITH YOUR
DESIGNER OR PRINTER ABOUT THIS COST-SAVING TIP WHEN
YOU FIRST ENGAGE THEIR SERVICE.

REQUEST LINE

Traditionally, this line should read ‘/REQUEST THE HONOUR OF
YOUR PRESENCE...” if the ceremony is to be held in a place of
worship and ‘REQUEST THE PLEASURE OF YOUR COMPANY...’
if the ceremony is to be held anywhere else.
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You may choose to word this section less formally such as
‘WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND THIS INVITATION... .

RECIPIENT LINE

This is the area left blank for you to handwrite or calligraph your
guest’s name. If you choose not to write your guest’s name on the
invitation, you must be sure to address the envelope in which the
invitation will arrive, carefully and precisely, with only the invited
guest’s name written on the envelope.

The degree of formality in addressing the invitation should
be reflective of the event you are planning.

Typically, it would read:

‘MR AND MRS ROBERT HILDITCH”

or ROBERT AND SARAH HILDITCH’

BRIDE’S NAME

Traditionally this line includes the bride’s first and middle names,
but not her surname as this would be indicated by her parent’s
name in the Host Line— ‘LILLY LOUISE... .

If the bride is hosting the wedding or the host is unrelated by
name to the bride, it is acceptable for her to include her surname
—LILLY LOUISE SMITH...’

TO OR AND

Traditionally this line is worded ‘...marriage of Lilly Louise ‘TO’
Mr Jacob Alexander Parker’

or

‘...wedding of Lilly Louise ‘AND’ Mr Jacob Alexander Parker’.

GROOM’S NAME
Traditionally this line states the groom’s full name, including his
title and surname— ‘MR JACOB ALEXANDER PARKER... .

In less formal weddings it is acceptable to leave off the title—
‘JACOB ALEXANDER PARKER...’
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STATIONERY

DATE AND TIME LINES

Traditionally the day of the week is followed by the month of
the year, and the year is spelt out in full on the following line—
‘SATURDAY, THE TWENTY FOURTH OF MARCH

TWO THOUSAND AND SEVEN

This line may begin with ‘on’ but it is equally correct to omit
this preposition.

The time line usually begins with ‘AT’ and follows— ‘HALF AFTER
FOUR O’CLOCK IN THE AFTERNOON’ or ‘SEVEN O’CLOCK IN THE
EVENING’. Alternatively am and pm abbreviations, set in lower case
with or without punctuation, may be used but this is less formal.

LOCATION LINES

Whenever an address is well-known, a street address is
not necessary, however the suburb or city can be included.
A postcode is never included even if stating the full street
address—

‘THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
DAVIS ROAD, TOORAK".

RECEPTION LINES

If the reception is at the same location as the ceremony, it is
appropriate to write— ‘RECEPTION IMMEDIATELY TO FOLLOW’

or ‘RECEPTION TO FOLLOW’ 07 ‘AND AFTERWARD AT THE
RECEPTION’.

This would imply the reception was to commence in a reasonable
time after the ceremony. If the ceremony is much earlier than the
reception, the time of the reception should be indicated to allow
guests to plan accordingly—

‘DINNER RECEPTION

HALF AFTER SEVEN O’CLOCK IN THE EVENING’

or

If the reception is at a different location to the ceremony, you
may include 2 lines such as—

‘RECEPTION TO FOLLOW

PARK HYATT, MELBOURNE’

or

‘DINNER RECEPTION
HALF AFTER SEVEN O’CLOCK IN THE EVENING
PARK HYATT, MELBOURNE’

More formally the reception details would be included on a
separate Reception Card. The advantage of using a separate card
is the opportunity to include more details if required such as—
‘DINNER RECEPTION

HALF AFTER SEVEN O’CLOCK IN THE EVENING

BALLROOM

PARK HYATT, MELBOURNE’
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STATIONERY

STATIONERY TIP: ALLOW AT LEAST FOUR WEEKS TO ARRANGE
THE DESIGN AND PRINTING OF YOUR WEDDING STATIONERY.
CUSTOM DESIGNED STATIONERY MAY TAKE EVEN LONGER.
REMEMBER TO POST YOUR INVITATIONS SIX WEEKS PRIOR TO
THE WEDDING DATE OR EIGHT WEEKS FOR OVERSEAS GUESTS.

If using a Reception Card, the attire line (if required) is included
on this card and not on the Invitation.

If the reception is to be a meal, this should be indicated—
‘DINNER AND DANCING’ or ‘DINNER RECEPTION TO FOLLOW’.

RESPONSE LINES
Traditionally, the request for a reply is positioned discreetly in
the bottom left hand corner of the invitation and reads —
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‘R.S.V.P’

This stands for the French words ‘Respondez, s’il vous plait’
which translates as ‘Please respond’, so the preface of ‘Please’
before ‘R.s.v.p.” is unnecessary and incorrect.

This is usually followed by an address and date for return of the
reply. This address is usually the bride’s mother’s address or the
host of the wedding’s address :

‘R.S.V.P. 12TH OF MAY
42 ESPERANCE TERRACE
MELBOURNE VIC 3000’

or if the replies are to be sent to another party—

‘R.S.V.P. 12TH OF MAY
MS ALICE PETERS

24 BROADVIEW DRIVE
SYDNEY NSW 2000’

Occasionally a telephone number or email address is also
included but this is less formal.

Alternatively, you may choose to send a Response Card together
with your Invitation. A Response Card will have pre-formatted
text that your guest completes to indicate their attendance or
non-attendance to your wedding.

It is useful to write—in very light pencil-—a number on the
reverse side of the Response Card that you can match to your
guest list in the event a guest does not include their name on
the returned card.

If using a Response Card, the Rsvp details are included on this
card and not on the Invitation.
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Q&A IF YOU HAVE A QUESTION
PLEASE SEND US AN EMAIL AT
QUESTIONS@STYLEGUIDE.COM.AU
AND WE MAY PUBLISH YOUR
EMAIL IN AN UPCOMING ISSUE.

STATIONERY

ATTIRE LINE

There is an unspoken rule that the dress code should
never be written on the Invitation, but should be
determined by the time of day for the wedding—
morning or afternoon weddings would suggest lounge
suits for the male guests and if the wedding is set for
after six o’clock, this would suggest black tie. At a
particularly formal wedding where dinner is followed
by dancing, white tie would be appropriate.

With that said, guests should dress to match the
occasion—it would be incongruent to wear formal
attire to a relaxed wedding and likewise to wear
casual clothes to a formal event.

As a courtesy for guests who may not understand
these guidelines, many couples choose to write ‘BLACK
TIE or ‘BLACK TIE PREFERRED’ or ‘LOUNGE SUIT’
discreetly positioned at the bottom of the Invitation
on the right hand side.

If you are using Reception Cards, the attire line
is included on this card and not on the Invitation.

PARKING DETAILS

If you are able to provide valet parking (pronounced
Val-et not Vallay’ for your guests, you may like to
include a line on the Reception Card to this affect
such as—‘VALET PARKING’ or ‘PARKING AVAILABLE’.

It is not considered appropriate to include this
information on an invitation.
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