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Diamonds are Forever
Talk th e talk, know you r diamon d shapes wh en maki ng th e most spar kli ng  

of pu rc hases, it ’s  so muc h b etter to b e i n th e know. 

i s sue 2 ,  2007

Round , also known as brilliant cut, this  
is the most popular and sparkling  
diamond shape.

princess , classically 
square, can tend  
to rectangular, the 
second most  
popular shape. 

emerald ,  
rectangular with 
cropped corners 
and stepped facets; 
this shape 
highlights the 
clarity of a 
diamond.

asscher ,  similar in to the emerald but 
square with a pavilion that’s cut with 
rectangular facets. 

oval , has brilliance similar to a round 
diamond. 

marquise , can maximise 
carat weight, giving a 
larger looking diamond. 

pear , also known as a 
tear drop has a single 
point and a rounded end. 

radiant ,  trimmed corners are its 
signature, a popular and versatile choice. 

cushion , also 
known as a pillow-
cut with rounded 
corners and larger 
facets to increase 
brilliance. 

heart , this diamond 
cut is the ultimate 
symbol of love.
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Did you know?
The C factors
The pricing of diamonds is dependent on the 4Cs: cut, 
clarity, colour and carat. Every diamond is graded  
on the 4Cs. 

Cut – The term used to refer to the diamond’s shape.  
The cut affects the stone’s brilliance, which is determined  
by the arrangement of its facets (flat, angular, or surface 
planes). A poorly cut diamond will lack sparkle; however  
a good cut can compensate for small size, or imperfect 
colour or clarity.

Clarity – The number of microscopic, internal flaws 
(inclusions) and external imperfections (blemishes) affects  
a diamond’s clarity. Inclusions may be light or dark spots,  
or tiny cracks; blemishes include pits, scratches, or nicks. 
These are not usually visible to the naked eye.

Carat – The weight of a diamond is measured in carats.  
Two stones of the same weight can appear to be different 
sizes, depending on how they are cut. For example, emerald, 
oval, marquise, and pear shaped stones seem bigger than 
round diamonds of the same weight.

Colour – The Gemmological Institute of America rates the 
colour of diamonds on a scale from D (virtually colourless), 
which is most valuable, to Z (traces of yellow or brown). 
Naturally coloured diamonds are yellow, pink, and blue;  
they are extremely rare and are not rated on the D to Z scale. 

The diamond is the hardest 
substance on earth, formed  

from crystallised carbon and 
prized for its rarity. 

The flashes of coloured light 
reflected back from within a 

diamond are called fire, in 
general, higher grade diamond  

cuts refract more colours.

Brilliance is light reflected 
from the diamond, it’s 

maximized by cutting a 
diamond to the correct 

proportions.

A platinum setting makes the 
diamond look more brilliant, 

platinum is stronger and more 
valuable than gold. 
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