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S o m e  w o m e n  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  a ss  u m e  t h e i r  h u s b a n d ’ s  n a m e  a n d  b e 

c a l l e d  M r s ;  o t h e r s  p r e f e r  t o  s p e n d  t h e i r  l i v e s  k n o w n  b y  t h e i r 

m a i d e n  n a m e  a n d  s tay  a  Ms  .  L e g a l l y,  y o u  c a n  c a l l  y o u r s e l f 

a n y t h i n g  y o u  l i k e .  I  h av e  b e e n  m a r r i e d  t h r e e  t i m e s  a n d  h av e  n a m e d 

m y s e l f  t h r e e  w ay s .  F i n a l l y  I  h av e  f o u n d  t h e  p e r f e c t  f i t,  f o r  m e . 

After my f ir st  wedding, I  took my husband’s name. I  became M r s  ‘ h i s 

fa m i l y ’  and obviously had the name of  his  mother.  I  quite l iked i t  on 
one hand, i t  did feel  very married, but I  fe l t  that I  had left  my own family 
behind, and as an only chi ld,  that made me a bit  sad. I  l iked the name I was 
born with and wasn’t  real ly happy about lett ing i t  go.  I  even graduated from 
universi ty under my married name, something I now regret as my degree 
carries a name with which I now don’t  feel  any af f inity. 

After my second marriage I  thought I  would right the emotional niggle 
and I reverted to my maiden name and obviously became Ms  . That wasn’t 
real ly perfect  either;  I  had lost  my Mrs,  i t  was a bit  disturbing, people didn’t 
immediately class i fy me as married. Of  course you can’t  be M r s  and use your 
maiden name; that’s  your own mother.

Social ly my husband and I would be invited as M r  a n d  M r s  ‘ h i s  n a m e ’ ,  but 
technical ly i t  wasn’t  my name. I  was forever re-introducing myself ;  I  was in 
the no-man’s- land of  names.  Some knew me under my maiden name, others 
assumed I had my husband’s name. It  just  didn’t  work. 

When it  came to my third marriage,  I  decided to have i t  al l ,  the best  of  both 
worlds for me; keep my maiden name and add my husband’s name. It  has 
turned out to be just  r ight.  Lucki ly both our surnames have a good f i t ,  my 
European name and his  short English one. There are benefi ts,  I  am back to 
being M r s , I  st i l l  have my own family’s  identity and my last  name matches 
my husband’s,  something that is  very handy when making airl ine bookings  
and checking into overseas hotels.  A perfect  balance.

My two surnames aren’t  hyphenated I didn’t  want to do that because the 
names are two unique words and were not meant to be joined. It ’s  not  
a ‘ family’  name that has come down through history,  i t ’s  my unique,  
married name. 

Things tend to go more smoothly in l i fe when one name is  used consistently, 
this  is  especial ly important for ID  . 

I  learnt the ID   lesson when at one point quite recently,  we were opening a 
new business bank account and I had to come up with 100 ID   points.  I  had  
a driver’s  l icence in my maiden name, a passport in the double- barrel-third-
wedding version, and a vast  assortment of  cards in either.  For me it  was 
nearly impossible to reach 100 points because of  the name mess.  Final ly  
I  scraped the score together,  a humble Medicare card got me over the l ine.  
As you can imagine,  I  immediately changed al l  my ID   to the name I now use, 
i t  was a big job. 

naming rights
Think out all the implications of  the surname you will use after 
the wedding. The options are many but the consequences are not 
always right, as my confessions prove.
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ET here can be awkward moments when you have two names on the go;  
you do forget under which name you have registered at doctors,  dentists 

and phar macies.  Many t imes I  was asked for my name and had to answer  
‘I ’m not sure’ .  It ’s  not a good look for a grown woman. 

But al l  the name confusion is  behind me now; my l i fe neat,  I  now know who 
I am when I’m asked and it  al l  f inal ly feels  grown up. I  admit my own search 
for the perfect  married name is  a bit  extreme, but i t  does show that anything 
is  possible,  the choice has to feel  r ight,  be practical  and consistent. 

Some women even keep their for mer married name; this  choice could be 
comfortable i f  there are chi ldren from the previous marriage for family 
consistency.  It  does require a tolerant groom and name complications can 
arise i f  there are chi ldren from the new marriage. 

To make the ful l  change to the groom’s family name or to add the married 
name to the maiden name, the t ime to do this  is  after the wedding. 

The driver’s  l icence and passport should be the f ir st  to correct so that the 
100 ID points are in place.

If  the honeymoon involves overseas travel ;  there won’t  be t ime to change the 
name on the passport,  so the maiden name should be used on bookings and 
reservations.

If  the overseas travel  is  delayed, update the driver’s  l icence f ir st  as i t  wil l  be 
required along with the marriage cert i f icate,  with the passport application. 

Ult imately,  the name decis ion is  emotional,  i t  involves family conventions  
and att i tudes and should meet both your and your husband’s needs,  hopeful ly 
for a long, long t ime.

Zinta Jur jans Heard
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