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well suited
The English call it a dinner suit, the Americans a tuxedo  
and Europeans a ‘smoking’, whatever the name, the tux  
is a traditional uniform with dress rules to follow.

WEDDING STYLE GUIDE

THE GROOM’S GUIDE

W hen buying the dinner suit ,  there are some important  
things to consider.  H enry    B u c k s  in Melbourne is  one  

of  the world’s  great menswear stores,  M argaret       M cD onnell      , 
the marketing manager says one of  the most important things  
to consider is  comfort.  “T he sui t  needs  to  s tand up to  the  r igours  
o f  the  ce remony and dancing so  the  fabr ic  i s  v e r y  impor tant .  
T he bes t  su i t s  are  made o f  l igh tweight  wool .  T he l ighte r  the  sui t , 
the  more  comfor table ;  heavie r  sui t s  are  more  r ig id  making the  wearer 
fe e l  more  r ig id ,” she says.

According to Margaret,  the most popular style is  the s ingle 
breasted with a peak lapel .  Black is  most popular but H enry   

B u c k s  is  seeing a s l ight move towards a white jacket.  “T hink 
James Bond and Car y Grant ,  he  a lways wore  a whi t e  jack e t ,  
v e r y  smart ,” she says. 

It ’s  especial ly important to have expert f i t t ing and tai loring.  
The length of  trousers is  very important,  they should be not too 
long and not too short.  And surprise,  surprise,  most men choose 
their own suit  without their partner;  then groomsmen choose 
their suits  to match or complement the groom’s.

The price increases with the quali ty of  tai loring,  quali ty of   
c loth and detai l  in construction. The average cost  is  $1295.

The dinner suit  should be matched with beauti ful  accessories; 

The shirt  should be pure cotton because i t  breathes.  A class ic 
Marcel la (pique)  or pintucked are most popular with a standard 
col lar.  Wing col lars are definitely out of  favour.  Studs can be  
an expression of  personal taste but they should always match  
the watch. Cuf f l inks also should be teamed with the watch  
and the studs.

A black t ie is  the most appropriate to wear with a class ic  
dinner suit ,  but i t  i s  an opportunity to express individuali ty.  
I f  wearing a buttonhole,  never team it  with a handkerchief.  
I t ’s  one or the other.

On the feet ,  black s i lk socks and black patent shoes are the  
for mal look, preferably not lace-ups. 

Belts  are never worn with a dinner suit ,  the trousers should not 
have belt  loops;  suspenders are a quirky addit ion, but not very 
popular.  A cummerbund is  acceptable and tradit ional.

m e n s ’ l i b r a r y
T he   aim 

“�Walking in to  a room with good 
pos ture,  a  br ight  smi l e  and a 
conf ident  s t r ide  wi l l  go  a long 
way towards cul t ivat ing ( th is) 
respec t .  Wearing the  r ight 
clo thes,  however,  wi l l  dr iv e  
the  po int  home.”
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the    must    - k now 

“�Dinner  jack e t s  should not  be 
seen be fore  6pm; though i f  
you are  a  gues t  a t  a  dayt ime 
wedding and the  inv i ta t ion  
says  black t i e,  then you have  
no choice  but  to  g r in  and bear 
i t .  I f  you are  be ing mar r i ed 
in  the  day,  and real l y  want  to 
fo l low convent ional  e t ique t t e, 
you must  wear  mor ning dress.”

“�Personal l y I ’m not  too big 
on waistcoats  which clut ter 
the snow white  shir t  f ront . 
Matching se ts  of  pat ter ned 
waistcoats  and bow t ies  are  to 
be avoided;  the y make you look 
l ik e  a small  town phar macis t 
t r y ing to be or ig inal…and the 
bow t ie,  needless  to  say,  must  
be real ,  that  is  to  say,  se l f- t i ed 
and not  hor r i fy ingl y “made-up.”
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T he   real     reason    

 “�The whole point of  black t ie, 
the whole reason all  us men 
look l ike we do (identical) is in 
order to allow women to shine .”
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