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WEDDING STYLE GUIDE

STATIONERY

There are four main techniques for printing wedding stat ionery,  each with 
unique quali t ies  and nuances that impart dif ferent characterist ics.  Choose 
stat ionery printed in a style to perfect ly complement the tone of  the wedding.

e n g r av i n g
Engraving, also cal led die-stamping or intagl io,  is  the most tradit ional  
for m of  printing wedding stat ionery.  There was a t ime when this  was the  
only acceptable printing technique and anything less  would have been 
frowned upon.

E m ily    P ost   , America’s  doyenne of  et iquette wrote in her book E t i q u e t t e 
(1922),  “The invitat ion to the ceremony is eng raved on the front sheet  of  white 
note-paper.  No variation is per missible in the for m of  a wedding invitat ion. 
Whether f i f ty guests are to be invited or f ive thousand…the eng raving and  
the wording…are precisel y the same.”

Av on   G rap   h ics   ,  special ist  printers in Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane 
explain that the image to be printed is  engraved into a copper or steel  plate 
which is  then inked and cleaned leaving ink within the engraving. Great ski l l 
and experience are required i f  the image is  engraved by hand, but the result 
i s  one-of-a-kind, without equal in ter ms of  the quali ty of  the ef fect .

The engraved plate is  then pressed onto the paper result ing in a dense, 
opaque, matt  image that is  sharp and detai led.  The f inished invitat ion wil l 
have a raised ef fect  that is  easi ly fel t .  Smooth papers achieve the best  result 
in this  Rolls  Royce technique.

f e at u r e s 

a  t r a d i t i o n a l  e f f e c t ,  c l a s s i c ,  t i m e l e s s ,  h e i r l o o m  o r  k e e p s a k e  m a t e r i a l

m e t a l l i c  i n k s  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  g r e a t  e f f e c t

o p a q u e ,  w h i t e  i n k  o n  c o l o u r e d  p a p e r s  a c h i e v e s  a  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  r e s u l t

t h e  m o s t  d e t a i l e d  a n d  i n t r i c a t e  d e s i g n s  c a n  b e  a c h i e v e d ,  p e r f e c t  f o r 
f a m i l y  c r e s t s  o r  m o t i f s 

a b s o l u t e l y  e x q u i s i t e  a n d  u n i q u e

t h i n g s  t o  c o n s i d e r
R e q u i r e s  s k i l l e d ,  e x p e r i e n c e d  o p e r a t o r s  t o  a c h i e v e  b e s t  r e s u l t s  
i n  t h i s  v e r y  s p e c i a l i s e d  f i e l d ,  t h e r e f o r e  e x p e n s i v e

T h e  m o r e  c o l o u r s  t h a t  a r e  u s e d  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  c o s t

l o n g e r  t u r n a r o u n d  t i m e 

Look closely and you’ll see the look and feel of  stationery varies 
greatly; it’s all in the printing technique used. Toss up the effect 
against the cost and deadline to arrive at the one that’s just right. 

rol l the presses
printing to please
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l e t t e r p r e s s
Letterpress printing is  a centuries-old craft  which these days is  having a 
resurgence thanks to some passionate designers and dedicated craftsmen.

Historical ly type was hand-set  using either lead or wood characters and 
occasional ly i l lustrat ions were hand engraved. With the advent of  more 
modern technology a raised or rel ief  printing plate can be made using 
artwork created on a computer al lowing designers more f lexibi l i ty with 
typefaces and graphics.

The letterpress printing process involves the surface of  a raised plate being 
rol led with ink and then impressed deep into the paper,  leaving a dist inct 
de-bossed or ‘pressed in’  ef fect .  Each individual colour requires a separate 
printing plate.  One colour is  printed at a t ime.

General ly each sheet of  paper is  manually hand fed into the press.  Yes,  one 
sheet at  t ime. Inks can be mixed to match specif ic colours or even favourite 
fabric swatches.

S a m ant   h a  F ray   from C h apel     P ress     in Melbourne says “To bring out the  
best  at tr ibutes of  le t terpress,  you must have a ski l led printer with an eye for 
detail  and a designer that understands the capabil i t ies of  le t terpress.”

When used correct ly,  letterpress printing creates a lush 3-dimensional 
impression which is  l ike no other printing method and it  i s  not unti l  you  
have viewed a printed piece f ir st  hand that you can truly appreciate i ts  
tact i le quali ty.

f e at u r e s
L e t t e r p r e s s  i s  b e a u t i f u l ,  e l e g a n t ,  u n i q u e  a n d  t i m e l e s s .

I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  e x c i t e  a n d  i n s p i r e  y o u r  g u e s t s ,  l e t t e r p r e s s  i s  t h e  g o .

T h e s e  p r i n t e d  p i e c e s  a r e  w o r k s  o f  a r t .

F i n e  d e t a i l  w i t h  b o t h  t e x t  a n d  g r a p h i c s  w o r k s  b e a u t i f u l l y .

T h e  b e s t  r e s u l t s  a r e  a c h i e v e d  u s i n g  1 0 0 %  c o t t o n  p a p e r s  w h i c h  a r e  
t h i c k  a n d  s o f t  g i v i n g  a  r e a l  p i l l o w - l i k e  i m p r e s s i o n ,  r e a l l y  t a c t i l e  
a n d  b e a u t i f u l .

t h i n g s  t o  c o n s i d e r
I t ’ s  a  v e r y  l a b o u r  i n t e n s i v e  p r o c e s s  w h i c h  m a y  r e s u l t  i n  a  h i g h e r  c o s t 
w h e n  c o m p a r e d  t o  q u i c k e r  p r i n t i n g  m e t h o d s .  M a k e  s u r e  y o u  a l l o w  p l e n t y 
o f  t i m e ,  u s u a l l y  6 - 8  w e e k s .

P r i n t i n g  m u l t i p l e  c o l o u r s  w i t h  t i g h t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c a n  b e  c h a l l e n g i n g , 
b u t  c e r t a i n l y  a c h i e v a b l e  b y  a  s k i l l e d  p r i n t e r .

M u l t i p l e  c o l o u r s ,  a l t h o u g h  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  w i l l  a d d  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  c o s t 
a n d  l a r g e  a r e a s  o f  s o l i d  i m a g e  o r  h e a v y  p a t t e r n s  a r e  b e s t  a v o i d e d  t o 
e n s u r e  g r e a t  r e s u l t s .
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o f f s e t  p r i n t i n g 
Offset  printing is  the most common for m of  printing,  most magazines,  
brochures or business cards have most l ikely been of fset  printed. 

It ’s  a historic technique, an indirect printing process developed in the  
1400s whereby ink is  transferred to the paper by a blanket that carries an 
impression from the printing plate,  rather than direct ly from the plate i tsel f. 

f e at u r e s
I t ’ s  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  f o r m  o f  p r i n t i n g  s o  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  s u p p l i e r s

A  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  p a p e r  c h o i c e s  a n d  w e i g h t s  a r e  s u i t a b l e

a c c u r a t e  c o l o u r  r e p r o d u c t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e  u s i n g  t h e  P a n t o n e  c o l o u r  s y s t e m

F i n e  d e t a i l  a n d  h i g h  q u a l i t y  i m p r e s s i o n  a r e  a c h i e v a b l e

C l e a r  o r  c o l o u r e d  v a r n i s h e s  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  a c h i e v e  s t r i k i n g  e f f e c t s

G o o d ,  c o n s i s t e n t  i m a g e  r e p r o d u c t i o n

C a n  b e  u s e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  p r i n t  f i n i s h i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  l i k e 
e m b o s s i n g ,  p e r f o r a t i n g  a n d  f o i l  s t a m p i n g  t o  a c h i e v e  i n t e r e s t i n g  r e s u l t s

P h o t o g r a p h i c  i m a g e s  c a n  b e  p r i n t e d  i n  b l a c k  &  w h i t e  o r  f u l l  c o l o u r

t h i n g s  t o  c o n s i d e r
T h e  m o r e  c o l o u r s  p r i n t e d  t h e  m o r e  c o s t l y

S m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  a r e  n o t  e c o n o m i c a l  a s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o s t s 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  o f f s e t  p r i n t i n g  a r e  i n  t h e  s e t - u p  o f  t h e  p r e s s

F o r  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  a l l  i t e m s  i n  t h e  s t a t i o n e r y  s u i t e  a r e  b e s t  p r i n t e d 
t o g e t h e r ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e . 

d i g i ta l  p r i n t i n g
Digital  printing technology has recently made great inroads,  al lowing us to 
print direct ly from a f i le  created from computer.  The ink s i ts  on the paper’s 
surface rather than being absorbed into the paper,  the image is  comparable  
to a good quali ty colour photocopy. It ’s  fast  and it ’s  very economical .

S te  v e  L ewis     from D igital      P rint     A ustralia         in Adelaide says “ ‘I want 
i t  now’ is a ver y achievable option, and quali ty,  in many cases,  now equals 
or bet ters previous methods of  production. For the majori ty of  printing work 
produced, digi tal printing would appear to have few, i f  any l imitations .”

f e at u r e s
I t ’ s  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  v e r y  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s ,  p r i n t  j u s t  a s  m a n y  
a s  a r e  n e e d e d  s o  I t ’ s  t h e  m o s t  e c o n o m i c a l  p r i n t i n g  t e c h n i q u e

P e r s o n a l i s a t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  l i k e  t h e  m a i l  m e r g e  o f  g u e s t ’ s  n a m e s , 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t h i s  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  w r i t t e n  b y  h a n d ,  b u t  a  l o t  
o f  p e o p l e  a r e  o p t i n g  f o r  t e c h n o l o g y 

T u r n a r o u n d  i s  v e r y  q u i c k

R e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p h o t o g r a p h - s t y l e  i m a g e s  i s  p o s s i b l e

G o o d  d e t a i l  ( b u t  n o t  a s  g o o d  a s  e n g r a v i n g  o r  o f f s e t )

A  g o o d  o p t i o n  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  d o n ’ t  h a v e  a  p a s s i o n  f o r  s t a t i o n e r y  
b u t  w a n t  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  l o o k s  p r o f e s s i o n a l . 

t h i n g s  t o  c o n s i d e r
P a p e r  c h o i c e  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  s m o o t h  s t o c k s  s o  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  n o t  a s  t a c t i l e

F i n e  d e t a i l  a n d  a c c u r a t e  c o l o u r  r e p r o d u c t i o n  a r e  n o t  a s  a c h i e v a b l e  
a s  w i t h  o f f s e t 

f i n a l  t h o u g h t s 

For cost ef fectiveness,  consider mixing the printing techniques in the stationery 
suite.  Team digital ly printed items such as the menu and placecards that 
are thrown away at the end of  the wedding with an of fset,  letterpressed or 
engraved invitation that guests are more l ikely to keep forever. If  working with 
a designer, check on their preferred printing method and ask to see samples 
and comparative quotes of  the dif ferent printing styles.
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