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WEDDING STYLE GUIDE

FASHION

Sheer Perfection
Th e c hoic e of th e vei l  depen ds on th e b r i de’s  featu r es, h er gown, hai rstyle  
an d h eadpi ec e to th e formality of th e c eleb ration, th e location an d even  

th e wi n dfactor. Th er e ar e h eaps to consi der.
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Gathered (or pouf) veil
A gathered veil can be any length. The more gathers, the more 
volume and hence a more dense look. While a gathered veil is 
dramatic, it can overwhelm a petite bride however, a gathered 
veil can offset a fuller silhouette. 

Petal (or birdcage) veil
Short–grazing the shoulder or above– 

slightly gathered, or flat and circular, a 
petal veil is split down the centre front with 

a square or rounded edge. It works with a 
tailored suit, cocktail dress or a formal 

wedding gown. A bride may switch from a 
long veil to a petal veil for the reception. 

Circular (or dropped) veil
A circular veil is a flat piece of  tulle; it adds volume but not 
height. Sheer and sensuous, a floor-length circular veil 
accentuates the bride’s silhouette. The cut can also be oval, 
square or rectangular. A circular veil worn under a headpiece 
looks subtle and graceful, it can be layered with a gathered veil 
for volume. 

Mantilla veil
A mantilla veil is a dropped 

veil that is often made out of  
lace. It works well as a focal 

point with an unadorned and 
simple gown.
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D elightful          e m b ellish      m ents     r eally     c r eate    a  v eil    li  k e  no  - one    else    ’ s 

and    add    d r ea  m y  b eauty   .  S upe   r b  details       c an   va ry  f ro m  la c e  appli     qu é s, 

deli    c ate   pea   r l  b eading     ,  r hinestones        ,  and    c rystals      to  na r row 

r i b b ons    and    b ias    c ut   t r i m .  Miniatu      r e  sil   k  flowe    r s  with     j ewelled       

c ent   r es   c an   b e  s c atte   r ed   all    ov e r ;  a  hand    - e m b roide    r ed   v eil    

loo   k s  lu x u r ious   . 

a shoulder length is  perfect  
for petal shaped veils.

an elbow length is  class ic  
and looks demure.

a bouquet veil  covers or clears the bouquet, 
depending on the bride's  proportions. {

{

the waltz can be the perfect length 
for a petite bride or for a less  formal 
ceremony. 

{

{

the cathedral veil 
i s  named after it's 
length. 

{
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The long and the short of  it…

the f ingertip  length is  more exaggerated 
than an elbow-length;  it's  a  chic 
proportion on a taller bride.

{

the chapel veil  i s  cut to the 
same proportions  as  a  chapel 
train,  in  e ither a gathered  
or dropped shape. 

{

a royal i s  by far the longes t veil , 
favoured by european aris tocrat s.}
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