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WEDDING STYLE GUIDE

ETIQUETTE

W hile certain et iquette rules have been set  
in stone, these are often not practical ,  

or outdated for a less  for mal,  modern wedding.  
Something to consider–don’t  sacri f ice the f low  
of  the day to accommodate every speech and  
toast  that old-fashioned custom demands,  
unless  of  course i t  i s  a pet priority.

According to V o g u e ’ s  B o o k  o f  E t i q u e t t e  
(Fenwick,  1948) there are procedures to fol low 
when planning a running sheet;  the cutt ing of   
the cake is  tradit ional ly perfor med at the end  
of  the main meal,  and is  fol lowed by dancing.  
The f ir st  toast  is  always to the bride and is 
proposed by the best  man. There are other 
customs to consider including a toast  to the 
bride’s  mother,  proposed by the groom, & toasts 
to the bridesmaids,  proposed by the best  man. 

As everyone knows, the bride and groom always 
share the f ir st  dance of  the night.  Their whirl  
on the f loor is  fol lowed f ir st ly by the bridal  
party,  then the parents of  the couple,  and  
f inal ly the guests.

Less for mal tradit ions include the throwing  
of  the bouquet (or throw posy)  and i f  the  
mood is  r ight the removal of  the bride’s  garter.

So, consider the et iquette,  then s ize up the 
practical i t ies  that wil l  play a s ignif icant part  
in the smooth running of  the wedding.

Consult  caterers and service staf f  to deter mine 
the t ime they wil l  need between each course,  
usual ly an hour.  Tally up speeches and toasts  
and approximate how long they wil l  take.  
Give speakers a t imeframe to avoid the boring, 
long-winded stories that everyone dreads.

Final ly,  think about the f low of  the event.  
A wedding that starts  with a for mal framework 
wil l  ensure good momentum with no dull  holes. 
But once that cake is  cut,  i t ’s  t ime to forget the 
for malit ies  and enjoy the rest  of  the night!

right on time
O r c h est   r ating      a  wedding        day   t h at   runs    sea   m lessly       and    s m oot   h ly   is   e v e ry  b r ide   ’ s 

d r ea  m .  I f  a  wedding        co  - o r dinato      r  o r  e x p e rt  is   on   h and    t h is   will     be   a  gi  v en  .  if   a  b r ide   

h as   ne  v e r  h ad   to   p lan    a  big    e v ent    befo    r e  it   can    be   difficult          to   k now    w h e r e  to   sta  rt.   

6 . 0 0 p m }  �	 P r e - D i n n e r  D r i n k s  a n d  c a n a p é s

7 . 0 0 p m } 	 G u e s t s  e n t e r  t h e  r e c e p t i o n

7 . 1 5 p m } 	� M C  w e l c o m e s  g u e s t s  a n d 
a t t e n d s  t o  h o u s e k e e p i n g , 
l o c a t i o n  o f  T o i l e t s ,  e n d  o f  
n i g h t  t r a n s p o r t ,  s m o k i n g 
r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  e v e n i n g ’ s 
p r o c e e d i n g s

7 . 3 0 p m } 	�F  a t h e r  o f  t h e  b r i d e  g i v e s  h i s 
s p e e c h  ( F o l l o w i n g  o n  f r o m  
M C  a n d  w e l c o m e s  g u e s t s  o n 
b e h a l f  o f  b o t h  f a m i l i e s

7 . 3 5 p m } 	 E n t r é e  i s  S e r v e d

8 . 1 0 p m } 	� B e s t  M a n  g i v e s  h i s  s p e e c h 
i n c l u d i n g  a  t o a s t  t o  b r i d e  
a n d  b r i d e s m a i d s  &  r e a d s  a n y 
T e l e g r a m s

8 . 1 5 p m } 	� t h e  b r i d e  g i v e s  h e r  s p e e c h  I f  
s h e  w a n t s  t o  t a l k

8 . 2 5 p m } 	� t h e  g r o o m  g i v e s  h i s  s p e e c h 
i n c l u d i n g  a  t o a s t  t o  b o t h  
p a r e n t s

8 . 3 0 p m } 	 M a i n  c o u r s e  i s  s e r v e d

9 . 3 0 p m } 	 THE    C u t t i n g  o f  t h e  c a k e 

9 . 3 5 p m } 	 THE    B r i d a l  W a l t z

9 . 4 0 p m } 	 G u e s t s  j o i n  THE    d a n c i n g

1 0 . 0 0 p m } 	 D e s s e r t  IS   s e r v e d

1 0 . 3 0 p m } 	 T e a  a n d  C o f f e e  IS   SERVE     D

1 1 . 3 0 p m } 	� THE    T h r o w IN  G  OF   THE    P o s y  a n d 
THE    RE  M OVAL     OF   THE    G a r t e r

1 1 . 4 5 p m } 	 THE    B r i d e  a n d  g r o o m  d e p a r t

1 2 . 0 0 p m } 	 THE    G u e s t s  d e p a r t

e x a m p l e  r u n n i n g  s h e e t


