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I t ’ s  a l l  a b o u t  s i n c e r i t y,  a b o u t  g e n u i n e l y 

t h a n k i n g  t h o s e  w h o  h e l p e d  m a k e  t h e 

w e d d i n g  p e r f e c t,  t h o s e  w h o  p u t  t h o u g h t 

a n d  t i m e  i n t o  c h o o s i n g  a  g i f t  a n d  t h o s e 

w h o  h av e  g o n e  a b ov e  a n d  b e y o n d  t h e  c a l l 

o f  f r i e n d s h i p.  T h i s  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  t h e 

c o u r i e r  w h o  d e l i v e r e d  f l o w e r s  a f t e r 

h o u r s ,  t h e  m a i d  o f  h o n o u r  w h o  m a d e  

s u r e  e v e ry t h i n g  w a s  i n  o r d e r  o n  t h e  d ay 

a n d  fa m i l y  w h o  e n t e rta i n e d  i n t e r s ta t e 

f r i e n d s .  D o n ’ t  s c r i m p  o n  t h e  t h a n k s ,  

i t  ta k e s  a  w h o l e  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  t o  p u l l  

a  w e d d i n g  t o g e t h e r .

T he l ion’s  share of  notes wil l  be to thank 
guests  who have kindly bestowed a gi f t  ei ther 

before or during the wedding. Tradit ion dictates 
gi f ts  are to be del ivered to the bride-to-be before 
the wedding, at  which t ime she wil l  respond, on 
the same day, with a heartfel t  note of  thanks on 
behalf  of  hersel f  and her prospective husband. 
The stat ionery she uses must bear her unmarried 
address and monogram, i f  she has one, and she 
must s ign with her maiden name. Only after  
she is  married can she use stat ionery with her 
husband’s monogram, s ign with her new surname 
and f inish with the marital  home’s address. 
Although the bride would tradit ional ly write al l 
the notes,  the easiest  way to tackle this  task is  to 
have the groom respond to his  family and fr iends, 
and the bride to hers.  It  wil l  mean the thank you 
wil l  be heartfel t .

There are no i f s  and no b u t s  with this one–thank you notes 
must be sent out thanking anyone and everyone who was part of  
the great day. It’s easy to put this task into the too hard basket–
the thought of  putting pen to paper overwhelming  
for some–but approached with zeal, this chore can become  
a pleasure. 

thanks,  
	 but no thanks

WEDDING STYLE GUIDE

STATIONERY

manners matter

As a gi f t  arrives,  make a note of  who sent i t , 
what i t  i s  and the date received. This l i t t le bit  
of  housekeeping wil l  make responding much 
easier and avoid any embarrassing gaf fs  i f   
cards come loose from their package.

When gif ts  are left  at  the reception, the couple 
must respond with a note of  thanks for each and 
every one. Three months is  the l imit ,  this  al lows 
ample t ime to honeymoon and sett le into l i fe 
together,  but a note sent a year later is  better 
than none at al l .

It  must be handwritten. There is  no place for 
pre-printed cards or hast i ly written emails  here. 
It  must be personalised for each recipient and 
written by hand, regardless  of  penmanship ski l l , 
just  make sure i t ’s  legible and has no spel l ing 
mistakes.  Stationery can vary,  i t  might be a 
folded card, a s ingle-sheet card or a letter,  but 
keep in mind, the bigger the surface area,  the 
more wil l  need to be written! I f  words don’t 
come easi ly or there are many notes to be 
completed, choose a smaller for mat.  

The thank you note can complement the rest  
of  the wedding stat ionery suite,  include a photo 
taken at the wedding or be newly-designed to 
s ignify the merging of  famil ies,  just  make sure 
i t ’s  s tyl ish and good quali ty to ref lect  the 
message of  grati tude.
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WEDDING STYLE GUIDE

STATIONERY

S tart by addressing the thank you note to the person who signed the gi f t 
card. I f  the gi f t  came from a number of  people,  mention each and every  

one of  them in the body of  the text.  Next,  reference the gi f t  i tsel f  and 
include a way in which i t  might be used. I f  the gi f t  was money, don’t  mention 
the amount,  s imply acknowledge i t  and the way in which i t  wil l  be put to 
work.  Include a personal expression of  thanks,  and make sure i t ’s  from the 
heart.  I f  the gi f t  was ghast ly,  don’t  say so,  just  show appreciat ion for the 
thought that went into choosing i t .  Sign of f  with the bride’s  name i f  written 
before the wedding or both partner’s  names after the wedding, and put i t  in 
the mail .  The most perfect ly composed and beauti ful ly written note is  worth 
nothing i f  i t  remains unsent and therefore unread.

Dear Mr and Mrs Deyrolle,

The silver champagne bucket you sent today is lovely and I just 
know it will be perfect when we celebrate each anniversary. 
Thank you for your very generous gift and the kind words in 
your card, we really are most grateful. 

		 With love from us both,  
		 Arabella

2.} �a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  p e r s o n 

w h o  s i g n e d  t h e  g i f t  c a r d

3.} �e x p r e s s i o n  o f  g r a t i t u d e  

f o r  t h e  g i f t  a n d 

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  h o w  y o u 

m i g h t  u s e  i t

4.} �s i g n e d  b y  t h e  b r i d e  

b e f o r e  t h e  w e d d i n g

b e f o r e  t h e  w e d d i n g

1 2  t h o r n b u ry  av e n u e ,  m a l v e r n  s a  5 0 6 1 

t e l e p h o n e  0 8  8 2 3 2  4 9 6 9  a r a b e l l a @ e m a i l . c o m . a u

1.} �BRIDE     ’ S  M a i d e n  n a m e  

s y m b o l  o r  m o n o g r a m

5.} �BRIDE     ’ S  UNMARRIED          ADDRESS       

AND    CONTACT        DETAILS     

Dear Stephanie and David,

The dinnerware is just divine, we can’t believe how 
bril liant it looks on the table. You must come for a long, 
long lunch so we can show it off to you. Thank you for 
choosing the perfect gift. 
		 With love,  
		 Arabella and Brett

2.} �a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  p e r s o n 

w h o  s i g n e d  t h e  g i f t  c a r d

3.} �e x p r e s s i o n  o f  g r a t i t u d e  

f o r  t h e  g i f t  a n d 

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  h o w  y o u 

m i g h t  u s e  i t

4.} �s i g n e d  b y  t h e  b r i d e  AND   

GROOM      AFTER      THE    WEDDING     

a f t e r  t h e  w e d d i n g

Oa
B

1.} �s y m b o l  f r o m  t h e  w e d d i n g , 

m a r r i e d  m o n o g r a m  o r  

n e w  s y m b o l

2 4  fa i rw e a t h e r  ro a d ,  s y d n e y  n s w  2 0 0 0 

t e l e p h o n e  0 2  8 2 3 2  4 9 6 9  A b o l i v e r @ e m a i l . c o m . a u
5.} �COUPLE      ’ S  MARRIED        ADDRESS       

AND    CONTACT        DETAILS     


